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“I MADE a great mistake,” says
Saujatu Amusa of Chiponda
village T/A Makanjira in
Mangochi about the ordeal she
faced after dropping out of
school two years ago due to
pregnancy.

“If I had not listened to my
fncnds, I could not have done

Sanjatu is 18 years old. In
2003, she was selected to
Nyungwi Girls® Secondary
School, a boarding school in
Mzimba, where she interacted
with girls from different
backgrounds.

During her two-year stay at
the school, she was one of the
best students; she was above
average in her academic pursuits
and after each and every
terminal examination, her
positions in class ranged from 1
to 10.

Even her teachers were very
impressed with her performance
and they encouraged her to keep
up the good work by buying her
notebooks and other stationery
malerials,

“My teachers knew that I
come from a poor background
from the clothiog i use in and
out of the school campu: 'l'hcy
encouraged me noct to give up
hope but continue .\mkmg hard
in class so that T could be a
somebody in the future and 1
was determ o achieve that,”
Sanjatu says.

But when she was in the first
term of form three
the Junior Certificate Examina.
tions, she changed her behaviour
due to peer pressure. Her
performance in s deterio-
rated as she ¢ ntrated much
on what her friends used to
engage her in. The friends used
to tell her that if she wanted to
‘enjoy’ life at the school, she
had to do what they were doing.
which meant that she had to
have a boyfriend to give her
money for buying clothes and
stuff.

“At first, T thought that they
were giving me good advice to
solve my problems. But by the
time I realised that T was just
doubling my hardships, it was
too late; I was already pregnant.
The same friends started to
deride and laugh at me. Later, I
was expelled from school,” the
teen mother of a two-year-old
boy, Musa Yakubu, bemoans
her experience.

Back home, she came face-
to-face with the gruesome face
of poverty as her father, a
subsistence farmer, could not
save enough money to make
ends meet for the now expanded
family.

This mid& her virlnerable to
more problems and miscry.

Marriage did not bring her
the solace she had been looking
for. The husband died barely six
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ASKING FOR ALMS:
Yoneco sending giris like
this one back to school

"Now | am in form four and { am working
hard in order to pass my examination with
flying colours so that my dreams of
becoming a nurse should come true

months after marrying her.

She had no choice but to go
back to her family where she
stayed for five months until
another opportunity knocked on
her door through thé Youth Net
and Counselling’s (Yoneco) “Teen
Mothers Back To School Initia-
tive'.

So, last year, Saujatu went =
back to school where her fees and
other necessary materials for her
education are being paid for
through the initiative.

“I'm now in form four and I
am studying hard in order to pass
my examinations with flying
colours so that my dreams of
becoming a nurse should come to
reality. I pmnuse never to repeat
my mistakes,” she says.

The project, which is funded
by United States of America’s
Geneva Globe, is helping over 80
teen mothers in Mangochi district.
The fruits of the mmauvc are soon

and Yoneco’s headquarters,
Zomba. These are districts
identify with the highest school
drop out rate.

According to Yoneco execu-
+tive director, McBain
Mkandawire, the project aims at
empowering young girls, who
drop out of school duc 1o preg-
nancy and other problems such as

poverty and ‘unpalatable’ cultures,

to go back to school and become

productive citizens in the future.

He said that most young girls

have been dropping out of schonl
et

have many role models that had
gone through such processes who
are now colourful figures in the
socicty.

“Nonetheless, this kind of

can be i

tial if we do not axe the shrub of
poverty out of their way. This is -
the reason we are encouraging
these teen mothers to go back to
school by paying for their school
fees, buying school uniforms and
other necessities for them,” says
Mkandawire.

Funny Chilembo, Yoneco

were faced with lack of n:sources
for their educational nceds. He
added that some of them have
been terminating their pregnancies
or commilling, spicide after facing
humiliation from friends.

“However, today we are
telling them that such circum-
stancés are not the end of their
bright future. They can be

to spread to di such
as Machinga, Ntcheu, Balaka,
Machin; Rumj Nkhata-ba:

they want to be as long
as they continue with their
birth. We

project officer in
Mangochi says apart from paying
school fees and buying necessities
for the 80 teen mothers in the
district, the scheme has also
incorporated teenage girls who
have never laboured but failed to
continue schooling due to poverty.
She said last term, the
orrgamm(mn distributed 23
to the rei teen

*“This term, we would
provide 38 uniforms to both teen
mothers and needy girl students,
at the same schools and 15
uniforms at Lungwena, Miwawe
and Milimbo primary schools
and the assistance will continue
to pour in cach term, at schools
gochi and other dis-

she .says.

The villagers led by their
headmen were over the moon
that the project would assist girls
in their arcas as well.

“In the past, most parents
were not serious about sending
their daughters to school. They
st sending them to
n centres to prepare them
for marriage, especially those
that come back from South
Africa with some fortune.

“Today, Yoncco's initiative
has enlightened us on how
important girl education is in the
social and economic develop-
ment of the country. We should

i bandon our cultures
that push girls into marriage too
carly in life,” says village
headman Chiponda.

The village headman’s
excitement over the initiative
seemed to have trickled down to
the nerves of his senior, group
village headman Namalaka.

Namalaka said the project
would not only nurture young
girls into productive citizens but
also help them to have more
on how they can
the deadly scourge

and the evergrowing poverty,
most girls did not care if they
get pregnant while at school or
drop out as they hoped someone
would come to marry them and
solve all their problems.

‘This was a great mistake
because some men just promised
them marriage, impregnated
them and run away. In so doing,
they never realised that apart
from increasing their poverty
they were also were increasing
chances of contracting the fatal
disease. .

“But now, through the
initiative, the girls’ chances of
catching the disease bave been
reduced. The fact that they no
longer have to pay school fees
and buy uniforms means they
have little to worry about. Now,
the girls spend more time on
their studies,” says the group
village headman.

It can only be hoped that the
success lhc initiative has

mothers at St. Martins and St.

Joscph Commumly Day Secondary

district.

1 in the pilot districts
will spread like bush-fire to
more districts in the country.
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